[Efficacy and difficulty in a program of home care for patients with cancer in an advanced stage].
The difficulties experienced by nurses working in a service for domiciliary assistance have been studied through a series of three observations performed at the occasion of the weekly team meetings, at the first visit, the second week of treatment, the week preceding interruption of therapy. Pain problems pose far less difficulties than those linked to the overall physical and psychological management of the patients, which worsen as the time goes on. Specific attention is given to the familiar setting and to the motives which lead to the interruption of the nursing relationships.